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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
WALLACE J. PUCHALSKY MUNICIPAL BUILDING
212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON
Northampton, MA
January 15, 2015

MEETING MINUTES

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by City Council
President, William H. Dwight at 9:05 p.m. On roll call, seven (7) Councilors were
present:

At-Large Councilor Jesse M. Adams
At-Large Councilor William H. Dwight
Ward 1 Councilor Maureen T. Camey
Ward 3 Councilor Ryan R. O’Donnell
Ward 4 Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra
Ward 6 Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge
Ward 7 Councilor Alisa F. Klein

Two Councilors were Absent:
Ward 2 Councilor Paul 1. Spector
Ward 5 Councilor David A. Murphy

Public Hearings

15,349 Announcement of Public Hearing
National Grid Pele Petition for Burncolt Road: February 5, 2015/ 7:05pm / 212 Main Streef,
Northampton MA

Couitciior Dwight aunounced that there will be a Public Hearing for a Nutional Grid Pole
Petition request made for o location on Burncolt Road. The Hearing witl be Februayy 5, 2015 in
City Conneil Chenubers af 7:05 pm.

Conununications
Irom the Mayor

Annual DPW Employse of the Year Recognition
The Enployee of the Year Recognition has been postponed,
Presentation on City of Northampton Information Teclnology (IT) Assessment by Richard Dale),

Edward J. Colllns Jr. Center for Public Management

The Presentation regarding the Northamplon Information Technology Assessment Report has
Beent postponed.

Proclamations,
Resolutions,
Recopnitions and
Oune-Minute
Announeeiments

None

"~ Presentations

None

Licensds &
Petitions

Taxi Cab
Petition Approved

Licenses & Petitions; _
Petition for a Taxi Cab License for Cosmic Cab of 78 Conz Street, Northampton
{Owner; Jeffrey Miller, 3 Market St., Northampton) :

My, Miller hias been before City Conncil in the past vepresenting Cosmic Cab.

All required documentation is on file for the additional vehicle and taxes are paid
in full; Conuncitor Adams moved to approve the petition; Councilor O’Douneil
seconded the motion. The motion was approved on a voice vate of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2
Absent (Councilors Murphy and Spector).
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Petition to Accept as Public Roadway: Scanlon Ave. (Positive Recommendation
Jrom the Board of Public Works (8/20/2014) and the Planning Board (12/11/2014);
I Reading.

Councilor LaBarge nmoved to approve the petition in first reading; Conncilor
Carney seconded the motion. The motion was approved on a voice vote of 7 Yes,
0 No, 2 Absent (Councilors Murphy and Spector).

See minutes of February 5, 2015 for second reading,

Approval of City

Council Minutes

Minutes appreved as

Minutes of the City Council Meeting for Dec. 18, 2014

Councilor Klein moved to approve the minutes of Dec., 18, 2814; Councilor
Sctarra seconded the motion,

Councilor Sciarre requested a corvection to the recorded vote to posipone 1 “
reading of the Valley CDC Financial Order. The vote was corrected 1o reflect
Councilor Sciarra’s “No” vofte.

Councilor O’Donnell requested a correction to the recording of the vote to
consider 14.305 (City Council Salaries and 14.309 (School Commitiee & Other
Swlaries) as a group. The corrected vote is as follows:

Councilor &’Donnell moved to take the City Council and School Conmittee
ftems as a group; Councilor Carney seconded the motion. The motion passed on

a voice vote of 6 Yes, 3 No (Councilors Dwight, Murphy and Spector).

The minutes were approved as amended on a voice vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent

amended. | ec'nypcifors Muiply and Spector).
Reports of Appointments
Committees, New Appointment {o the Community Preservation Committee:
Appoiniments & | 14.332 Toni Hochstadt of 22 Fruit Street, Northampton:. Ms. Hochstadt will
Elections replace Joe DeFazio on the CPC as the Northampton Housing Authority

Appointiment
Approved

Appointnient
Approved

Representative and her term will expire January, 2018. (Posifive Recommendation
Sfrom the Conittee on Rules, Orders, Appointments & Ordinances)

Councilor Carney moved to approve the appointment of Toni Hochsrf'idt fo the
Conunuitity Preservation Committee; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion.
The motion was approve d on a voice vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent (Councilovs
Murphy and Spector). '

New Appointment to the Northampton Asts Council:
14.345 Esther White of |7 Summer St, Northampton: Ms. White , upon approval,

will fill the unexpired term of Sarah Marcus and her term will expire on June 30,
2015, (Positive recommendation from the Conunittee on Rules, Orders,
Appointments & Ordinauces)

Councilor 0’Donnell moved to approve the appointment of Esther White to the
Northampton Arts Conncil; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion. The
motion was approve d on a voice vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent (Conneilors
Murphy and Spector).

New Appointment to the Agricultural Commission:
15.354 Timothy Smith of 13 River Road: Mr. 8mith, if approved, will fill the

unexpired term of Margaret Gifford. The term of this appointment will expire
June, 2017. (Refer to the Comniittee on Rides, Orders, Appointments and
Ordinances)

304




Appoeintuent
Referred

(Meeting of January 15; 2015) 305

Councilor O°Donnell moved fa refer the appointment of Timothy Sntith to the
Commniittee on Rules, Orders, Appointments and Ordinances; Councilor Sciarra
seconded the motion. The motion was approved on a voice vofe of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2
Absent (Councilors Murply and Spector).

Recess for
Finance
- Commi{fee

At 11:30 pm, the City Council took a recess for Finance Commitiee.

Financial Orders

A. 15.350 Financial Order to Surplus Parking Spaces for Trash Receptacles (Ist
Reading)

Councilor Adams moved to approve the order in I” reading; Conncilor LaBarge
seconded the motion. The wotion was approved on a Roll Call vote of 7 Yes, 0
No, 2 Absent (Councilors Murphy and Spector).

See minutes of Feb, 5. 2015 for 2™ Reading,

B. 15.351 Financial Orders for Budgetary Transfers (Isf Reading)
Councltor O'Donnell moved to approve the order in I reading; Councilor
LaBarge seconded the motion. The motion was approved on a Roll Call vote of 7

Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent (Councilors Murphy and Spector).

See minutes of Feb. 5, 2015 for 2" Reading.

C. 15.352 Financial Order for Free Cash for NPS McKinney Vento Transportation
Fund : ' . g
(Ist Reading)

Councilor O’Donnell moved to approve the order in 1" reading; Councilor
Aduams seconded the motion. The motion was approved ost a Rolf Call vote of 7

Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent (Councilors Murplty and Spector).

See minutes of Feb, 5, 2015 for 2 Reading,

ID. 15.353 Financial Order for Free Cash for Stabilization & Capital Stabilization
(1st Reading} :

Councilor O°Donuell moved fo approve the order in I" reading; Conueilor
Sciarra seconded the motion. The motion was approved on a Roll Call vate of 7

Yes, 0t Na, 2 Absent (Councilors Murphy and Spector),

See minutes of Feb, 5. 2015 for 2" Reading,

E. 14.344 Financial Order Regarding James House (2nd Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved fo approve in second reading; Councilor Scinrra
seconded the motion.

Mayor Narkewicz requested to amend the Financial Order so that the final
paragraph aflowed for up fo 10 parking spaces in the James House Parking Lot

Councilor Klein moved to amend the Ovder as recommended by Mayor
Narkewicz; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion, The amendment was
approved on a yoice vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent (Councilors Murphy and
Spector).

The Order was approved as aimended on a Roll Call Vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent
{Conncilors Murphy and Specter). '
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The following order passed in second reading:

City of Northampton

MASSACHUSETTS

In JCitV Council December 18, 2014

Upon reconumendation of the Mayor

Ordered, that

WHEREAS, the City owned building known as the James House on Gothic Street
is suitable for educational and other public service uses to benefit the residents of
the municipalities within the area formerly known as Hampshire County; and

WHEREAS, three year leases to educational and othér public service entities will
allow the City to preserve the James House while generating revenue for the

maintenance of the building; and

WIIEREAS, M.G.L. ¢, 30B, s. 16 requires a vote of the City Council {o surplus any

| interest in public property prior to its disposal,

Now therefore, be it
Resolved, that the James House property, including up to 10 parking spaces in the
James House Parking Lot, is available for six years for educational and other public.

service uses, and that leases will be executed by the Mayor.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and envolled.

F. Community Preservation Committee Recommendations for Funding (2nd Reading):

14,334 Bridge Street Centelery

14.335 HAP 129 Pleasant Street

14.336 Historie NorthaupOton

14.337 Playgrouud Relabilitation Jackson Street Schaol
14.338 Pomieroy Terrace

14.339 Pulaski Park Design

14.340 Sasw Mill Hifls

14,341 Seth Themas Clock

Conucilor LaBarge moved 1o approve the above Financial Orders as a group; Councilor Cariey
seconded the motion. The Oriders were approved on a Roll Call Vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2 Abseut
{Conncilors Murphy and Spector).

The following order passed in second reading:

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

Int City Council, December 18, 2014

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation
Comnmiittee
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Ordered, that

WIHEREAS, the Northampton Department of Public Works submitted an application for
Community Preservation Act funding to develop a Preservation Plan for the
Bridge Street Cemetery;

WIHEREAS, the grant would provide a multi-year program to preserve and restore this
important historic cemetery;

WIEREAS, the plan will include mapping, historical research, and gravestone and
monument assessment;

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2014 the Northampton Cormmunity Preservation Comnittee,
voted unanimousty to recommeénd that $16,400 in Community Preservation
Aect finds be used to support phase 1'B and C, and Phase 2 B as outlined in
the project budget. :

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That $16,400 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the
Northampton Department of Public Works for ihe Bridge Street Cemetery Preservation
Plan. And, that the graniee meets the conditions approved by the Community Preservation

Conuniliee, the Mayor, and City Council.

Specifically, $16,400 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account
#2344930-359930).

Enrolled | Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolied,

The following order passed in second reading:

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

In City Council, December 18, 2014

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation
Commiftee

Ordered, that

WHEREAS, HAP, Inc. submitted an application for Community Preservation Act funding
for the 129 Pleasant Street Affordable Housing Project.

WHEREAS, the project will provide approximately 48 units of affordable rental housing.
The units will be a mix of studio and one-bedroom apartments, 60% of
which will be restricted to those households caming 60% or less of Area
Median Income;

WHEREAS, suitable affordable housing is a housing type that is in demand locally and
regionally, '

WHEREAS, the HAP, Inc. has an excellent record of creating affordable housing.
WIIEREAS, on December 3, 2014, the Northampten Community Preservation Committes,

voted unanimously to recommend that $300,000 in Community Preservation
Act funds be used to support this project.
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. NOW, THEREFORE BE It ORDERED,

That $300,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to TIAP, Inc. for
the 129 Pleasani St Affordable Housing Project for creation of 48 affordable housing units.
And, that the granlee meets the conditions approved by the Comnnmity Preservation
Comumittee, the Mayor, and City Council.

Specifically, $300,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account
#2344930-359930). ’

Preservation Act funding to restore, renovate and stabilize basements,

voted unanimously to recommend that $176,465 in Community Preservation

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enroled.
The following order passed in second reading:
City of Northampton
MASSACHUSLETTS

In City Councit, December 18, 2014

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation

Committee

Ordered, that

WHEREAS, Historic Northampton, Inc. submilted an application for Community
windews, and foundations, aud protect historic artifacts;

WHEREAS, the grant would leverage $33,425 in donor grants, Historic Northampton
contributions and volunteer labor;

WHEREAS, CPA funds will be used to secure an important historic resource that is valued
by the community and the region;

WHER.EAS, all work will be consistent with the Secretary of the Interior Standards for the
‘I'reatment of Historic Properties;

WIHEREAS, on December 3, 2014 the Northampton Communily Preservation Cornnitles,
Act funds be used to support this project.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That §176,465 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to Histofic

Northampton, Inc. to restore, renovate and stabilize basements and foundations. And, that

the grantee meets the conditions approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the

Mayor, and City Council.

Specifically, $159,000 is appropriated from the CPA. Historic Preservation Reserve

(account #2344930-359932) and $17,465 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve

(account #2344930-359930).

Enrolled

Ruailes suspended, passed two veadings and enrolled,

The following order passed in second reading:
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City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

In City Council, December 18, 2014

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation
Comnniiftee

Ordered, that

WHEREAS, the Jackson Street School submitted an application for Community
Preservation Act funding to rehabilifate the school’s playground;

WEHEREAS, the projeci will provide funding for design and construction costs to expand
the school playground so that the school, its neighbers and all city visitors
can have a healthy, sustainable playground;

WHEREAS, playground development shall include provisions to limit any parking impacts
‘to adjacent neighborhoods Co C

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2014, the Northampton Community Prescrvation Committee,
voted unanimously to recomunend that $176,27t in Community Preservation
Act funds be used to support this project.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,
That $176,271 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the Jackson
Street School for playground rehabilitation. And, that the grantee meets the conditions

approved by the Community Preservation Comumittee, the Mayor, and City Council.

Speciﬁéa[iy, $176,271 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (accouni
#2344930-359930)

TEnroiled | Rules suspended. passed two readings and enrolled.

The following order passed in second reading:

City of Northampton

MASSACHUSETTS

In City Council, December 18, 2014

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation
Committee

Ordered, that

| WHEREAS, the Northampton Historical Commission submitted an application for
Community Preservation Act funding 1o submit an application for placement
of the Pomeroy Terrace Area on the National Register of Historic Places;

WHEREAS, the grant would be used to hire the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission to
finalize and submit the application;

WHEREAS, the granf would be leverage $2,000 in additional funding from Northampton
Office of Planning & Sustainability and Pioneer Valley Planning-
Comunission;
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WHEREAS, on December 3, 2014 the Northampton Community Preservation Comumnifiee,
voted unanimously to recommend that $4,375 in Community Preservation
Act funds be used {o support this project.

1 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That $4,375 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the
Northampton Historical Commission {o submit an application for placement of the
Pomeroy Terrace Area on the National Register of Historic Places.. And, that the grantee
meets the conditions approved by the Community Preservation Comimittee, the Mayor, and
City Counacil. .

Specifically, $4,375 is appropriated from the CPPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930). )

Rules suspended, passed two readings and envolled.

The following order passed in second reading:

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

In City Council, December 18, 2014

Upon the recommendation of the Conumunity Preservation
Commiitee

Ordered, that

WHEREAS, the Northampton Board of Public Works submitted an application for
Community Preservation Act funding that included preparation of
design plans and construction documents for the proposed overlook
portion of Pulaski Park.

WHEREAS, Pulaski Park is an important downtown resource, and the project will
build upon existing work and-public process to rehabilitate the Park,
as well as inclusion of additional public input.

WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton IPlan and
the Open Space, Recreation and Multiuse Plans.

WHEREAS, the City Council and CPA in 2013 granted $194,500 in CPA funds to
support this project, )

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2014, the Northampton Community Preservation

Committee, voted unanimousty to recommend that $54,000 in CPA
funds be used to suppont this project.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That $54,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the
Northampton Public Works Comunission for the Pulagki Park Renovation Project.
And, that the grantes meets the conditions approved by the Community

Preservation Commiitee, the Mayor, and City Council.

Specifically, $54,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve {(account
#2344930-359930).
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Rutes suspended, passed two readings and enrolled,

The following order passed in second reading:

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

In City Council, December 18, 2014

Upon the recommenduation of the Community Preservation
Committee

Ovrdered, that

WHEREAS, the Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton Office of
Planning and Sustainability submitted a CPA application for purchase of a
50-acre parcel to add to the Saw Mill Hills Conservation Area.

WHEREAS, this parcel is located directly north of the parcel that was purchased in 2013
and will provide additional access and opportunities for connecting trails,
and serve as a continuing link with the Mineral Hills.

WHEREAS, the project meels the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan,
Northampton Communily Preservation Plan, and Open Space, Recreation
and Multiuse Trail Plan to protect open space and provide for passive
recreation, :

WHEREAS, the Conservation Commission will develop a parking area and informational
displays to serve users of the Saw Mill Hills trail network,

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2014, the Northampton Community Preservation Committee
voted to recommend that $116,200 in Community Preservation Act funds be
used to support this project.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That $116,200 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the
Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton OPS for the Saw Mill Hills
Open Space Acquisition Project. And, that the grantee meets the conditions approved by
the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Coungil.

Specifically, $116,200 is appropriated from the CPA Open Space Rescerve (account
#2344930-359931). :

Rules suspended, passed two readings and envolled,

The following order passed in second reading:

. City of Northampton
MASSACHUSEYTS

In City Council, Decenber 18, 2014

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation
Comniittee
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Ordered, that

WHEREAS, the Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability submitted an
application for (,ommumly Preservation Act funding to purchase the Seth
Thomas clack;

WIHEREAS, the grant would be to purchase the clock formerly localed on the corner of
Main Street and Sirong Avenue, The privately- owned clock was originally
dedicaied by Calvin Coolidge, and sat at that location for nearly one hundred
years; '

WHEREAS, the ctock shall be stored in an appropriate weather-safe focation that will
preserve and secure it until it is restored;

WHEREAS, the clock will ultimately be installed in a highly visible public downtown
location at which point a permanent Historic Preservation Restriction will be
created; )

WHEREAS, the clock or any of its components shall noi be disposed of without City
Council approval;

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2014 the Northampton Community Preservation Committee,
voted 5-1 to recommend that $20,000 in Community Preservation Act funds
be used to support this project.

NOW, THEREIFORE BE IT ORDERED,
That $20,000 be appropriated from Conununity Preservation Act funding to the
Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability to purchase the Seth Thomas clock.

And, that the grantes meets the condifions approved by the Community Preservation
Connnjttee, the Mayor, and City Couneil.

Specifically, $20 000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve {account #2344930-
359930).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and emrolled.

G. 14,342 CPC Oxder for VCDC Lumberyard (Zs¢ Re?:d’ing postponed from Dec,
18, 2014 meeting; Conncil asked to consider 2 readings if deadline for profect

| submission to state vequires local funding comniifment in place before Feb. 5

Council Meeting).

Councilor LaBarge moved fo approve the finaucial order in first reading;
Councitor Klein seconded the motion.

Councilor Carney commented that there is vast consensus that the mission to
approve a project for affordable housing in Northampton is a noble one;
Councilor Carney’s concerns center around using CPA funding in the face of
veltement opposition of the preject by surrounding property owners due to the
project scope, design, and process for approeval/connmunifty input.

Conncilor LaBarge voiced concertt about the Drocess for eonturunity input /
abutter feedback regarding project design, Councilor LaBarge also corrected the
perception that the project has no playground; in the plans that she reviewed
there was a playground as part of the project, She suggested a meeting crtymde
where the commnmty coild provide feedbnck. :

Conncilor O’Donnell moved to recognize CPC Chair Doveney Meyer; Conneilor
Sciarra seconded the motion, Mr. Meyer outlined the process to date;

In the Wed, Oct. 15, 2013 Gazette newspaper, Valley CDC announced plans fo

purchase the Northampion Lumber Yard for an affordable housing project, In
general, Community Preservation Committee has hearings and, as pavt of the
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comutittee’s standard operation procedures, there is ample opportunity for
public comment and public discussion about projects under consideration during
the presentation phase of such projects. Mr. Meyer believes that the CPC has
given project stakeholders proper context for this profect and ample opportunity
to provide feedback. Mr. Meyer also indicated that twao readings for this project
was 1ot requived at this time; the Council could do a first reading tonight and a
second reading on Feb, 5™ without Jeopardizing funding commitment
requirements as part of the application phase to the state.

Conncitor Adams peints out that if put to vote touight, this order may not pass in
first reading, ’

Councilor Klein thinks that the Council needs to move forward with this project
vote, Tweaking may be necessary; however, it would be « missed opportunity if
the profect did not move forward, -

In guoting former Governor Mavie Cuomo, Councilor O’Donnell reminded the
Council that often times poverty is not glamorvons and that the mission te support
affordable housing should be  beacon for Northampion, Propoenents of the
Valley CDC project remind us that while ot glamorous, affordable housing is
Hecessary in onr compiinity,

Councilor Sciarra is impressed with how much the Valley CDC has listened to
stakeholders and revised plans in answer {0 coneerns raised. Conncilor Scinrra
eited the suggestion that more retail space be incorporated; the project was
madified to riow have 50% more retail space.

Councitor Dwight reminded the Council that the project is in a great location
and in close proximity fo mauy city amenities. IHe compared this project to
Hampden Court which has ne parking and no playgreund. Similarly, however,
both projects have retail space. Councilor Dwight reminded the Cormeil that
CPC was set up with averwhelming support; 75% of the people who voted in the
election with the CPC question on the ballot supported its inception.

Councilor LaBavge made a maotion to postpone the vote on this item until all-

| council members have had a chance to weigh in on this Issue; Councilor
O'Dounnell seconded the motion. The motion to postpone was approved on a Roll
Call Vote of 4 Yes, 3 No (Councilors Adams, Dwight and Klein), 2 Absent
(Councilors Murphy and Spector),

Sce minutes of Feb. 5, 2015 for further discussion on this item,

313




Orders and '
_Ordinances

(Meeting of January 15, 2015) 314

14.346 Order Regarding Special Legislation (2ud Reading)

Councilor Adams moved to approve the Order in second reading; Councilor
Sciarra seconded the motion, The motion was approved on a Roll Call Vote of 7
Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent (Conncilors Murphy and Spector).

Mayor Narkewicz sunumnarized the process for transferving a liguor license and
what role the City plays in establishing a market value of any liquor license that
is fransferved:

When an establishment changes hands, according to the law, a new owner files
an application for trausfer of the liquor license with the City’s License
Commission. The application is then submitied to the Massachusetts Alcoholic
Beverage Control Commission (ABCC) for state approval. There are filing fees
for the applications involved in this fransfer, however, the twe parties may
Sfurther ngree to a market value of the license. This is not regulated by the state,
or by the city, and the parties can agree to any amount. Opponents to the
proposed order suggest that adding more liquor licenses will devalue their license
and consider it unfair that others can get a Heense at a substantially lower cost.

The issue of fairness is not a governmental issue as the City plays no role in

establishiing a mavket price or value for the license,

The following Order passed second reading:

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

In City Council December 18, 2014

Upon recommendation of the Mayor

Ordered, that

Whereas, the City of Northamypton has a vibrant downtown with unmatched
entertainment, restaurant, and retail offerings; and

Whereas, the City of Northampton is over quota for all-alcohol licenses
established in section 17 of Chapter 138 of the Massachusetts
General Laws; and

Whereas, in Sepiember 2014 the Northampton License Commission solicited
applications for an all-alcohol license that became available
following a revocation and six existing Northampton restaurants
applied; and

Whereas, Healthy Karma, LLC d/b/a Hinge, RIAS BAIXAS LLC d/b/a Ibiza
Tapas, Local Burger LLC d/b/a Local Burger, OBCT Inc., d/bfa
Sierra Grille and Sylvester’s Fine Foods Inc., d/b/a Sylvester’s
Restaurant weie qualified but not selected in the final random
lottery drawing for the license; and

Whereas, the inability to serve all-alcohol beverages hinders these five
existing restaurants from expanding offerings and bringing
additional patrons and revenue to Northampton; and

Whereas, carlier this year Governor Patrick proposed economic development

legislation eliminating the Commonwealth’s outdated liquor license
quota system to give cities and towns local control overthe process;
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and

Whereas, this much-needed reform was included in a version of that bill
adopted by the Senate, was not included in a House version, and
was ultimately not part of the final economic development bill
signed into law; and

Whereas, special legistation remains the enly means for alfowing the City of
Northampton to issue over quota annual all-alcoho} restaurant liguor
licenses to strengthen and enhance the economic vitality of our
downtown and community.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED:
That the Mayor is authorized and directed to seek special legislation as follows:

An Act autherizing the City of Northampton fo issue five above quota annual
all-alcolio} restaurant licenses to the following businesses: Healthy Karma,
LLC d/b/a Hinge, RIAS BAYXAS LLC d/b/a Ibiza Tapas, Loecal Burger LLC
d/b/a Local Burger, OBCT Ine,, d/b/a Sierra Grille and Sylvester’s Fine Foods
Inc,, d/b/a Sylvester’s Restawrant, Be it enacted by {he Senate and House of
Representative in General Court assembled, and by the autherity of the same,
as follows:

Section 1. Notwithstanding section 17 of Chapter 138 of the General Laws, and in
addition to any authorized by existing special legislation, the licensing authority of
the Cify of Northampton may issue above guota annual all-alcoho] restaurant
licenses to Healthy Karma, LLC d/b/a Hinge, RIAS BAIXAS LLC d/b/a Thiza
Tapas, Local Burger LLC d/b/a Local Burger, OBCT Inc., d/b/a Sierra Grille and
Sylvestcr’s Fine Foods Inc., d/b/a Sylvester’s Restaurant. The licenses authorized
hereunder shall be subject to all of the provisions of said Chapter 138 except
section 17. Upon revocation of any license authorized hereunder or upon the
cessation of business of the licensee or failure of licensee to exercise the license for
six (6) consecutive months the license shall, after hearing, reveri to the Clty for re-
issuance to another licensee.

Enrolled | Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.

14.343 Ordinance to Correct Parking Details to Chapter 312
(Posttive Recommendation from Coninittee on Rules, Or r!en 5, Appointinents &
Ordinances; Ist Reading).

Councilor O’ Donnell moved to approve the Ordinance in I reading; Councilor
Carney seconded the motion.

In addition to the corrections noted in the Ovdinance, Councilor O’Donnell
vecommended to correct the spelling of “Alnvaga Avenne”. The motion was
approved as amended on a Roll Call Vote of 7 Yes, (! No, 2 Absent (Councilors
Murphy und Spector). .

See minufes of Feb. 5, 2015 for second reading,

For the purpose of discussing elected official compensation, Councilor Klein
moved to recognize all of the members of the Elected Officials Advisory
Commitiee; Conncilor Adams seconded the nmotion. The motions was approved
on volce vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent (Councilors Murphy and Spector).

Committee Chair Thompson asked a clavifying question: if the Council votes no
for the Ordinance pertaining to benefits, doesn’t the health benefits revert back
to what is already in code, whiclt is to keep health benefits? The wording in the
proposed Ordinance seems to update the Smith Vocational Elected Official Title,
remiove the retirement benefit, but does not Introduce what was recommended by
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the Committee.

Conncilor Adams stated that the Ordinance was sponsored by the Mayor and
came to City Council for consideration. Although the Conumittee gave
recommendations in their report, no Ordinances were brought forward with the
Commiitee’s recommendutions for the Council to consider.

Councilor Sciarra asked a question about the commitice’s reconnmendaiion to
provide equity and faivness to all elected officials. She indicated that for sone
elected officinls, the recommendations proposed by the Committee would end up
being a net loss in averall compensation, Chair Thompson indicated that
Committee strived for a proposal that was best for the City. The Commitiee had
no way of knowing liow or wite would be affected by their recommendations.
The Committee agreed and recognized that a school committee member, for
example, wiho was receiving full family health care benefits, would be negatively
affected by the recormmendation.

ks

Chatr Thompson pointed out that when coming np with their recomntendations, '

the committee considered three factors:

Equity in position — the comumittee asked why should a parf time employee, such
as a librarian, for example, not be eligible for healtls care benefits but an elected
official is? :

Equity within the elected officials group-the committee considered acknowledged
that some elected officials earu stipend only while others earn more because they
alse take the City’s Health Care option.

Conflict- the fact that the Council voted on their own benefits was considered.
These three issues alone trumped using the benchmarking data (regarding
surrounding conmunity benefits) as a sole sonrce when it came fo presenting
Sfinal reconumendations.

Chair Thompson shaved that the process of understanding the role of the elected
official included inviting all elected officials to meet with the comniiftee fo share
what they actweally did, what the time conumitmenis were, etc. He feels that e
process was fair and {ransparent; e indicates that all of what the comumittee did
is included in the report,

Councilor Klein raised the question about elected official compensation “policy”.
She spoke of establishing a compensation package that would attract a diverse
group of candidates. Mr, Thempsen indicated that this was beyond the scope of
the contutittee.

Both Councilor Dwvight and Councilor Carney speke in favor of not only keeping
health care benefits for elected officials, but also in favor of making health care
Dbenefits available to more part time employees.

Committeé Member Dennis L. Helmus indicated that M.G.L, Chapter 328
governs cify and fown benefit laws. In 2011 with the Healthcare Reform Acr,
Cities and town can now decide whether or nof they wanted to give health
insurances benefits to elected officials. By execntive order of the Mayor, a city
can chaoese fo make benefits available. Novthampton’s City Charter indicates
that elected officials shall receive health insurance benefits. According to MMA
only 40% of the cities and towns in Massachusefts offer health insurance
benefits to elected officials. The trend is nioving away from making health care
benefits available to elected officials,

Counncilor Dwight moved fo postpone 14.304 (benefits), 14.305 (City Conncil
Salary), and 14.309 (School Commiittee and Other Salaries); Counciler

O’ Donneil seconded the motion. The motion failed on a Roll Call Vote of 3 Yes,
4 No (Councitors Adams, Klein, LaBarge, and O°Donnell), 2 Absent (Councilors

316

-




O‘rdﬂ{ned and
* Enrolled

(Meeting of January 15, 2015) 317

Murphy and Spector).

Ordinances Regatding Salaries & Benefits for Elected Officials 14.304 Benefits
(2nd Reading).

Corincilor Adams moved to approve the Ordinance perfaining to benefits;
Councilor LaBarge seconded the motlon, The motion was approved on a Roll
Call Vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent (Councilirs Murply and Spector).

The following order passed in second reading:

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

In the Year Two Thousand Fourteen

UPON THE RECONMMENDATION OF THE MAYOR

ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances
City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section 5, §5-5B of said Code
protriding that

Compensation of Elected Officials

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as

follows: ?

Section 1. That section 5, §5-5 B of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton,

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows:

“Section

B. Benefits and Expenses. The Mayor, City Clerk, City Council, Scheol Committee,
and Trustees of Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School {also known as
Superintendents of Simith's Agricultural School) shalt be eligible to enroll in the city's
municipal health insurance program and retirement plans.

TRules suspended, passed two readings, ordained and enrolled.

Councilor LaBarge moved fo approve 14.305 (City Council Salary) Ordinances;
Councilor Kiein seconded the motion, )

Dree to the late howr and the fact that twe members of the Council were absent,
Councilor Carney moved to postpone the vofe on the City Council Salary
Ordinance; Councilor Dwight seconded the motion. The motion was approved
on a Roll Call vote of 5 Yes, 2 No (Councitors Adams and O’Donnell), 2 Absent
(Councilors Murphy and Spector).

See minntes of Feb, 5, 2015 for further discussion on this itent,

14.309 School Commitiee & Other Salaries
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Councilor Carney moved to postpone; Councilor Adams seconded the mofion;
the motion was approved on a voice vote of 6 Yes, 1 No (Councilor O’Donneli).

Sec minutes of Feb. 5, 2015 for further discussion on this item.

14.306 City Clerk Salary (As revised in City Council Dec. 18, 2014)
14.308 Mayor Salary

Councilor Carney moved to approve the above Ordinances as a group; Councilor
LaBarge seconded the motion, The motion was approved on a Roll Call Vote of
6 Yes, 1 Ne (Conuncilor O'Donnell), 2 Absent (Councilors Murphy and Spector).

The following Ordinance passed in second reading:

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON

MASSACHUSETTS

I the Year Two Thousand Fourteen

UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE MAYOR
ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the City of Northampten, Massachusefts, providing lilﬂl the Code of Ordinances
City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section 5-5A of said Code providing
for

Compensation of Elected Officials
Be it ordained by the City Couneil of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as

follows:

That section 5-5A of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be

amended to read as follows:

Section 5-5A
4 Co)

nipensation: Electei officials™ aniinal coinpeiis
R R I O SN

Ulntlil J aﬁﬁafy 4, 2016 As o.fjanuary'fl, 2016
City Clerk $74,000 $74,000

Rules suspended, passed two readings, ordained and enyolled.

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON

MASSACHUSETTS

In the Year Two Thousand and Fourteen

UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT WILLIAM DWIGHT

ORDINANCE

318




(Meeting of January 15, 2015) 319

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances
City of Northampton, Massachuselts, be amended i)y revising section S-SA of said Code providing
for

Compensation of Elected Officials

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northamplon, in City Council assembled, as

follows:

That section 5-5A of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, Massachuscﬂs, be
amended to read as follows:

Section 5-3A.
FCpmpesails

iy

d officialshannaal éompensation for those speci

Until J aﬁﬁary 4,2016 |As of Jamuary 4, 2016
Mayor $80,000 $92,500

Ordained and

Enrolled { Ryjes suspended, passed two yeadings, ovdained and enrolled,

Councilor Carney moved to refer as specified the following items as a group;
Councilor Adanis seconded the motion. The motion was approved on a voice
vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent (Counncilors Murphy and Spector),

Ordinances Pertaining to Solid Waste Reduction

14,229 Ordinance pertaining to Solid Waste Reduetion - Plastic Bag Restrictions
14.245 Ordinance pertaining to the list of Enforcing Offices & Penalties

(Refer to Public WWorks Coinmission and Public Works Comunifttee

14.347 Ordinance Regarding Bicycles & Pedestrian Facilifies
(Refer to Committee on Rules, Orders, Appointineitts and Ordinances &
Planaing Board)

15.355 & 15.356 Ordinances Pertaining to Snow & Ice on Sidewalks
15.355 List of Enforcing Officers & Penalties for Non-Criminal Disposition
15.356 Snow & lee Removal By Gwner or Occupant Required

(Refer to Commitiee on Rules, Orders, Appointments & Ordinances)

Updates from None
Council
President &
Commitice
Chairg

Information None

. Requests
{Charter

Provision 2-7

New Business Nene

DMotion to At 10:45 pm Counctlor Carney made a motion to stay past 11:00 pm to complefe
Suspend Rule 27 | all items on the City Council agenda; Councilor Adams seconded the motion:

to end the The motion was approved on a voice vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent (Councilors
meeting after Murphy and Spector).

11:00pm

Adjourn At 11:45 p.n., a wotion to adjourn was made by Councilor Carney and seconded
' by Conncilor Spector. The vote to adjonrn passed unanimously (9 Yes, 0 No).
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